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Lthough ſome ſort of diverſion and 
relaxation of mind may ſeem to be 
neceſſary for us in our preſent ſtate 

of frailty; (for we are not. of the 
Nature of Angels, who are above theſe cor- 
poral entertainments) yet it is moſt certain, 
that no perſon in the ſhort ſpace of this pro- 
bational Iife can have much time to ſpare for 
diverſion ; conſidering that he has the great 
concern of eternal life to ſecure, and that this 
cannot be done but by the conqueſt of many 
ſenſual appetites, many world!y vanities, and 
many infernal enemies. And when ſuch a 
perſon finds it neceflary to divert himſelf, he 
ought above all things to look well, that no 
ſnares of the enemy lie hid under the diverſion 
that he allows himſelf; becauſe at this time 
his mind will be leſs ready to withſtand the 
attack of an enemy, being, as it were, in the 
condition of a ſoldier, that has laid by his 
armour of a while, the more freely to recre- 
ate arid diſport himſelf, 

We may lawfully, no doubt, indulge our- 
ſelves in ſome amuſements, in order to refreſh 
our bodies or our minds; and wh ilſt this is the 
true reaſon and end of Game and Diverſion, 
we are hence inſtructed in two points concern- 
ing it: Firſt, That if there be any thing called 
Came, Which is neither a recreation to our 
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body nor mind, it is an unlawful thing, and 
muſt be ſhunned by all wife and ſober perſons, 
as a canker and conſumer of time, which is the 
moſt valuable of all earthly things: And, Se- 
, condly, That all fuch fports and” gamies, as 
are manifeſt temptations to fin, and. do many 
times expoſe men to ruin, are to be renognced 
with diſdain, in chriſtian prudence, and iffpoint 
of conſcience; it being a manifeſt ehriſtian 
885 to ſhun all foreſeen temptations and oc- 
caſions of ſin, where no neceſſity conſtrains us 
to It, and where the good propoſed by it can- 
not in any meaſure counterpoiſe the evil which 
is to be feared. EPI 
Wen we call a man 2 Gameſter, or ſay 
he is addicted to gaming, we entertain no ſa- 
vourable opinion of him; but ſuppoſe ; either 
that he exerciſes himſelf in ſome unlawful di- 
verſian, or, if the game be lawſul in itſelf, he 
is faulty in the exceſſive uſe of it, or in the 
motives which induce, him thus to employ 
himſelf: Let us inquire then, whether a pru- 
dent and fincere Chiiflian may warramab)y 
allow himſelf in the uſe of thoſe games, with- 
Out a diminution to that charater? _ 
Now here, in our firſt thoughts of the mat- 
ter, we may be aſſured that ſome exexciſcs of 
theſe games are unqueſtionably evil, though-we 
ſhows ſuppoſe the games themſelves, to be in- 
different, and innocent. As if 2ny one plays un- 
ſcaſanably, or on the Lord's day, or on days of 
public humiliation, or in the proper ſeaſons of 
rayer, or even ſo as to prejudice our neceſſary 
worldly bulineſs; or if any one plays at theſe 
70 Ni: 4. 3 4 : 4 games 


2 


78 un- 
days of 
ſons of 
>cefſlary 
at theie 
games 


he plays till 
pays or if he plays too long, fo that he ex- 
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mes — to get another's money; or il 
e wrangles and affronts his com- 


the reaſon and intention of d vetſion. 
Theſe things are manifeſtly evil; and whoſoever 
takes not due care to ſecure himſelf againſt this 
fourfold ſnare, we may without ſcruple, term 
his habit of gaming a baſe and pernicious Vice. 
For it is in truth the mother of many vices; 
as of idleneſs, vanity, and levity of Spirit; yea, 
it nurſes at the fame time the two oppoſite 
vices of covetouſneſs and profuſeneſs. | 
And here, in truth, it is even amazing to We: 
conſider, in what different, and almoſt contra= WW | 
dictory circumſtances, we ſhall behold the 
eager gameſter; for he is at the ſame time both 
buſy and idle; in toil, and yet in play; diverted, 
and yet tormented; and, perhaps, alſo cheat- 
ing, and cheated. He is in the ſame hour both 
ſurfeited with affluence, and pinghed with pe- 
nury; and he is all the while excruciated be- 
twixt hope and fear, which is a mere rack to 
the mind, inſtead of a diverſion. | 
I have a few things therefore to offer to 
tonfiderate minds with reference to this mat- 
ter, and I pray God aſſiſt every one that per- 
uled this paper with his grace, that he may ap- 
ply it to his benefit in both worlds; for, I ſup- 
pole, none are ignorant, that many perſons 
have, by the extreme vanity of ungoverned 
gaming, both ruined their eſtates in this world, 
and their ſouls in the other. Be it therefore. 
= confidered, that, © | ' 
I. Gaming will be very likely to devour 
much time wherever it is allowed, which is a 
| A.4 very 
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very important conſideration. For nothing can 
be to our advantage t comfort, that yainly 
conſumes many of thoſe, precious moments, 
which, ſerve to all our purpoſes. upder the ſun. 
For when Time fails, nothing can be done. 

I would therefore aſk ſuch as at any time 
are about to ſet themſelves to gaming, what 
time they propoſe to ſpend in it? And to this 
ſome will anſwer, perhaps, that they deſign 
to paſs away an hour or two; and others, that 
they intend to. ſpend a winter's evening at it, 
But here, alas! very few ate true to their time 
aſſigned. For even they who ſpend the long- 
eſt evening in gaming, do too often intrench 
upon the next morning too. But if we ſup- 
poſe them to be — to their leaſt allot- 
ment of time, and that they do break off when 
they have played an hour or two, the reckon- 
ing will ſwell high in time, For if an hour or 
two be given up to gaming this day, and as 
much to morrow, or on many other days; 
alas! how great a ſhare of the active part of 
our poor threeſcore years and ten will be ſpent, 
yea, ſquandered away, in idle play, and in im- 
pertinent amuſements, or, perhaps, in qua- 
rels and random diſcourſe, in coveting and 
ſtriving for that which is another's, and in 
many other offences againſt God. 

O Chriſtians ! how do you think to paſs ſuch 
reckonings as theſe with the greatand holy God 
at laſt ? Can you think that he will allow ſuch 
accounts of your ſtewardſhip ? Do you not con- 
ſider, that one ſingle minute of that time which 
you now ſo prodigally waſte, cannot be purchal- 


ed with the Whole World, were you maſter 0 h 
wr pe” W 0 
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hen you come to your laſt important moment 


Will you not then ery out with that ſerious 
young Prince of ours in the laſt age, Oh, 
mat I bad .now the hours that I have ſpent at 
tennis A play, for which more may be ſaid, as 


being a wholeſome bodily exerciſe, than for the 


ſedentary, and . inſigniſicant games of carding 
and dicing. And this leads us to a ſecond con- 
ſideration. $79 eg 0 Tis ot ten 

II. The games of cards and dice, in parti- 


cular, adminiſter no conſiderable exerciſe to 


the body, and they do exceedingly amuſe and 
entangle the mind; ſo that they are falſly called 
by the name of diverſions. We are told in Hi- 
ſtory, that they were invented at the ſiege of 
ſome cities in Aſia, as a contrivance to deceive 


the hunger of the beſieged in thoſe times, when 


towns were rather won by ſtarving their gar- 
tions by a long blockade, than by the ſpeedier 
modern way of grinding them to powderby the 
means of heavy mortars and artillery ; which 
news the power of theſe games upon the 
minds of men, in that they were able to divert 
the ſharpeſt and moſt impatient of all human 
appetites, thoſe of hunger and thirſt. Surely 
luch a captivating diverſion muſt needs be unſafe 
and unadviſeable to Chriſtians toemploy much 
time in, whoſe minds ought always to be girt, 
and in a fit poſture to do ſewice to their Mai- 
ter, and to oppoſe the onſets and attacks of ſpi- 
ritual enemies, who are never far from us, but 
do uſually inveſt us with formidable legions. 
III. There is uſually ſome apparent ill con- 


quence of gaming, before ſuch as ſet to it 


due it over. It too often ſacrifices good com- 
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8 A Diſteuſve ſrom Gautwo. 
pany,” good humour, and a good conſcience 
together: Some broil or other Aſually ariſes, 
or ſome indecent levity and jeſting, or ſome 
[excels in point of time, or otherwiſe 3, which 
will make a ſerious mind wiſh that it had not 
been admitted. 
IV. We find nothing like theſe vanities in 
the lives of the holy Patriarchs and Prophets, 
nor in the life of our perfect pattern, the Lord 
Jeſus Ctuiſt, whoſe Prep bear” his voice, and 
follow his eps; and therefore we find no ſuch 
trifling way of miſ-ſpendirig time allowed by 
the holy Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians: 
But, on the contrary, the conſuming much of 
our time on theſe, or ſuch like things, hath 
been condemned by learned and pious men of 
all ages.” The canons of the church, and the 
lars of the land, expreſs their diſlike'agaizlt 
gaming; and all ſuch Public Houſes as allow 
jt are required to be ſuppreſſed, as nuſances in 
the community. 

V. Theſe games are called by the name of 
Paſtime; but do we need any artifice to haſten 
the flight of our ſpeedy and irretrievable mo- 
ments, which paſs away of themſelves ſwifter 
than our very thoughts, and will ſoon caſt us 
into the bliſs or torment of an unchangeable 
eternity? | 
Mlethinks theſe conſiderations ſhould pal! 
any thoughts of gaming, in all that would act 
with advice in the conduct of their lives. And 
as for ſuch as act otherwiſe, they fall under a 
deplorable character, and all advice and coun- 
ſe] to them will be utterly loſt. For inſtead of 
attending to the reaſon of theſe things, one 
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zence J will be apt to cry out, tho' indeed moſt ab- 
riſes, ſurdly, and ſay, what an intolerakle preciſe- 
ſome neßs is this? What, not ſo much as allow us. 
which! © game at Chriſtmas? That ſcflival will not 
d not book like itſelf without it. " FTP | 
| But I pray you, Sirs, conſider, that the va- 
ies in cancy from worldly buſineſs at this ſolemn 
zhets, time was originally, and principally intended to 
Lord sive us leifure to 1 42 God and to meditate 
„and en his goodneſs, in ſending his ſon for the re- 
) ſuch N demption of mankind; and that it was by no 
ed by means deſigned to be wholly ſpent in games 
ans: nd giverhons. | | 
* We have more noble entertainment offered 
hath WB always, particularly at the feſtival of our 
nen of I beſſed Saviour's nativity - before-mientionad. 


14 the With what divine elevation of foul may we 
gaiaſt then, or at any time, contemplate or diſcourſe 
allow Jef the marvellous compaſſion, condeſcenſion, 
ices in and love of Ged, who was manifefled in the 

fa And what infinite advantages are hereby 
me of W opened to mankind; fince by this the malice 
haſten Nof the devil againſt men js effectually counter- 


e mo- mined, and they are now made capable of be- 
ſwifter Jing tranſlated from the power of darkneſs to the 
caſt us ¶ Hugdom of God's dear ſon: yea, the ſom of 
geable ¶ Hen may now become the adopted children of 
God, and attain,a meetneſs for, and u title to, 
14 pall Ils everlaſting kingdom. Who can but praiſe 
uld act I he infinitely . Daly, and merciful God, 
s. And who hath by this aſtoniſhing expedient brought 
inder a In even his righteouſneſs to act in the pargon 
] coun- Nef a penitent ſinner, believing in Jeſus: ſo 
Read of M'bat he can now be abſolutely juſt, and yet a 
8, one | beds jun er 
wi 
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Juſtifier of them that believe, The thankful te- 
membrance of theſe things will be matter of a 
noble, yea, of a ro pes) joy; for we may be 


fure, the holy angels will join with us, while 
we ling, Glory ts God in the big h, on carth 
peace, © good will tywards men, 
Me ſee then, a Chriſtian needs not a beg- 
ging for pleafure at the devil's doors, He has a 
more delicious feaſt of his own upon the hid- 
den manna, even in that peace of God which 
paſſeth all underſtanding; and in that joy of 
the Holy Ghoſt which raiſes a joy unſpeatablh 
and full of glory. And theſe divine 'pleaſures 
are almoſt as much better than the envy, ma- 
lice, and paſſion, which the devil many times 
blows up in gameſters, as heayen is than hell, 
For as the holy Spirit is the author of the di- 
vine peace and joy of holy ſouls, ſo we may 
well ſuſpect, both from the extravagant pal- 
ſions and fierce emotions of gamelters in the 
Heat of their play, and frem their want « 
power to give it over, that they are very muck 
actuated by evil ſpirits, who will, without 
doubt, be Very forward to aſſiſt the ſtudents | 
their books, and the lovers of their devices. 
O what have they to anſwer for before the 
great and holy God; who make à trad: of 
cheating and impoveriſhing of men by the per 
nicious artifices of gaming; who at once pre 
tend to entertain, and defign to deſtroy the 
brethren; like Foab to Amaſa, with one han- 


they embrace, and with the other they ſtab, 
© How many young heirs have fallen a pre 
to this rooking generation of men? How mi 
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6.1... epprentices have ruined themſelves, and 
ful re- robbed; their maſters, 


to feed thoſe crus] and 
er of a nfatiable horſe-leeches ? Enough to make every 
"ay de iicreet young men reſolve, even in common 
while prudence, never to expoſe one penny to ſuch 
f earth merciles thieves and robbers; nor ever to ex- 
8 pend the comfortable patrimony, of their fa- 
a beg- thers in a fooliſh way of prodigality, which 
e has a beggars a man without the leaſt gratification 
* Md. any reaſonable appetite. 10 
which And as for ſuch as make account of getting 
Joy 1 their livelihood by gaming, as by a more eaſy, 
eatall' Hang as they call it, a more genteel way, than 
71 by an honeſt trade; they are uſually deceived 
7 


and" ruined. by this their idle 
they are hereby brought to an 
dus way of life; and have no honelt way to 
lupport theſe great expences, and the loſſes 
which often befal them in their play, They 
re too lazy to work, and too proud to beg; 
and there ſeems but one way left that can 
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ſobbery, and this ſeldom f. ils to bring them to 
be gallows. Or if we vie w their Cale on the 
areſt fide, and ſuppoſe, that among the thou- 
ends that are beggered by gaming, there may 
ve one inſtance produced of an eſtate gotten 
by it; yet this volatile fort of gain will ſoon 
Ppear to, be an unbleſt portion, and is ſeldom 


ce pte ranſnitted to the third generation. | 

dy thel And yet, notwithſtanding all the. fin and 
ne hand ery that has been brought upon men b 
y ſtab, 2 4 


heſe means, ſome people ma 
hat they cannot be ſo diſobliging to the com- 
any, as to ſtand out, when deſired by others 
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perhaps reply, 


72 A Diſſwaſive from Gautx. 
to play with them, becauſe it would look 
A 1 them of ſin or folly. But 
ſuch an occaſion, any one may without 
leaſt breach of manners reply, that tho' 
do not any ways cenſure thofe prudent pe 
fons who were perſuaded of the lawſulneſs { 
theſe games, and can ſecure themſelves 4 
the inconveniences that attend them 
if we think them unlawful or inexpedient 
they will be ſo to ue, whatever they be i 
themſelves; yea, if we are in doubt abc 
them. And it would be but ill manners it 
any one to preſs another to a thing, for which 
he has made ſo ſolid and diſcreet an apology. 
In truth, our condition on earth is ſo frail 
polluted, and expoſed to the wrath of God 
and we have before us ſuch awful indicatio 
of it, that a ſerious, yea, a forrowful ſpirit 


i 


does much more become us, and muſt neec 
be more ſafe and expedient for us than ſpo 
or paſtime. 

Upon the whole. Thoſe wiſe and go 
people, who are not drawn to their diverſio 
by any misbecoming motives, and can di 
creetly time the ſeaſon and meaſure of the 
who have a ſure guard againſt the temptatio 
and inconveniences which uſually attend the 
and do not find themſelves unfit for bett 
things when they have been at them: The 
pores will deferve to ſtand the faireſt for 

cence to game, but will be the laſt perhaf 
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